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Montgomery County Agriculture and Natural Resources 

 Newsletter  

for Livestock, Equine and Forage Producers 
 

 

Electronic Newsletter Available 

If you would like to receive this newsletter via an electronic mailout, meaning 
that you would receive it in your email inbox please send an email to April 
Fagan at the Extension Office indicating your intent to be added to that mailout. 
Send that email to: amfagan@ag.tamu.edu 



 
 
NOTE: It’s time to think about joining or renewing your membership for the 
Montgomery County Beef Improvement Association.  
Beef Improvement Association Membership as it pertains to money for Heifer 
Exhibitors:  
 
Per Article VII page 31: “The annual dues of the Association shall be $35.00 and shall 
be payable on or before September 30.” 
September 30th is important date as it pertains to the Replacement Heifer Show but we will 
also be collecting dues at the Annual Meeting. 



There is an emphasis on the September 30th deadline for membership dues to be paid 
to maintain eligibility for association money> Note: Money awarded to replacement 
heifer exhibitors (selected following interview the day of the show and sale) who 
purchased heifers from a Montgomery County Beef Improvement Association 
Member.  
 

 



 



Freeze Branding Clinic for All Equine 

Tuesday, September 19, 2023 
Expo Arena: Montgomery County Fairgrounds 

6:00 PM till 7:30 PM 
 

 Brands should be registered with the appropriate County Clerk’s Office. 
 The Montgomery County Adult Horse Committee will have a variety of stock irons 

available. 
 Horse owners are welcome to bring in their own irons for use. 
 Branding Fee: $20.00 per animal 
 Call 936-539-7822 by September 19 to make a reservation. Horse owners must make a 

reservation to secure a time. 
 Theft Prevention Information will be provided for equine owner benefits. 

 
Sponsored by: 

TAMU AgriLife Extension Service/Montgomery County Adult Horse Committee 

Texas A&M Beef Cattle Short Course 

August 7th-9th, 2023 
Texas A&M University Campus- College Station, Tx. 

Rudder Tower 
Courses include over 20 Sessions covering basic practices, new technologies, and hot topics. 

 50+ Hours of Training 
 140 Exhibitor Trade Shows 
 7+ Pesticide CEU’s 
 Live Animal Demonstrations 
 Enjoy the famous Fightin’ Texas Aggie Prime Rib Dinner 

 
Course is available both In Person ($260) and Online ($160)  

Registration Cost increases after August 2nd  
Register Online at https://beefcattleshortcourse.com/event-registration/ 

Private Pesticide Applicator Training 

The training will be held on Thursday morning, November 2nd, at the Montgomery County 
Extension Office, beginning at 9:00 a.m and lasting until about 1:00 p.m. Study material must be 
purchased ahead of time to assist with preparation (included in the registration fee).  The study 



guide is utilized during the training portion of the program.  There is $75.00 cost for the training 
to cover program materials, and related costs. The registration fee can be paid when reserving 
your seat. Contact the Montgomery County Extension Office to by Friday October 14th reserve a 
seat at the November training. The documentation will be provided at the conclusion of the 
training to be used in securing a test date. 

Forage Testing Campaign 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension-Montgomery County, in cooperation with the Montgomery 
County Soil and Water Conservation Board will sponsor a forage testing analysis promotion.  
Producers are invited to bring in samples from hay they intend to feed or market.  We will take 
all the samples to the TAMU Forage Testing Lab for analysis. Return your samples to the Extension 
Office by Friday, October 27th. The Extension Service has a bale coring tool that can be checked 
out to assist with sample collection.  We greatly appreciate the support of the Montgomery 
County Soil and Water Conservation Board by sponsoring this event each year. 

Soil Testing Campaign 

The campaign is designed to encourage producers to use soil testing to build their soil fertility 
program. A soil test is a diagnostic tool to assist with the decision-making process. The 
Montgomery County Soil and Water Conservation District is offering this program at no cost to 
assist Forage and Livestock Producers with determining the current fertility levels of the fields 
used to produce forage or hay.  The soil analysis provides the information needed to determine 
the current fertility and pH levels. The samples need to be submitted to the Montgomery County 
Extension Office by Friday, October 27, 2023. 

30th Annual Southeast Texas Grounds 
Maintenance Conference 

This conference is designed to provide anyone involved with novice or professional landscape 
maintenance and management with the latest in skills and knowledge. The conference will be 
held on Thursday, October 12th.  The conference will feature presentations on Turf Grass 
Management, Sprayer Calibration, Herbicide and Insecticide Updates, Insect Pest Management, 
Aquatic Vegetation Control, and an update on current TDA Pesticide Regulations.  There will be 
5 hours of CEU credit for TDA and SPCS license holders. Check our website for more information 
or Call 936-539-7822 or email b-gregson@tamu.edu to get registered. Registration ends October 
5, 2023. 



Save The Dates!! 

Texas Farm Bureau Annual Meeting 
o Thursday September 14th- Texas Farm Bureau Meeting 

Montgomery Co. Adult Horse Association 
o Tuesday, October 3rd, 2023- Horse Bit Clinic 
o Tuesday, November 14th, 2023- Horse Trailer Exploration Program 
o Horse Scent Tracking Clinic- Cat Spring Tx. December 1st-3rd, 2023 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
o Thursday December 7th, 2023, Town and Country CEU Conference  

AGRICULTURAL ISSUES 

Fall Armyworms- Spodoptera frugiperda 
 
Located: Bermudagrass, sorghum, corn, wheat and rye grass and many other crops in  

north and central Texas. Outbreaks occur following rain. 
Color: Larvae of fall armyworms are green, brown or black with white to yellowish lines  

running from head to tail. A distinct white line between the eyes forms an inverted “Y” 
pattern on the face. Four black spots aligned in a square on the top of the segment near 
the back end of the caterpillar are also characteristic.   

Size: very small (1/8 inch)  to full grown at 1 – 1½ inches long.  
Damage: Fall armyworms can damage entire fields or pastures in a few days. 
Life Cycle: Once the armyworm larva completes feeding, it tunnels into the soil to a depth of 

 about an inch and enters the pupal stage. The armyworm moth emerges from the pupa 
in about ten days and repeats the life cycle. The fall armyworm moth has a wingspan of 
about 1 1/2 inches. The front pair of wings is dark gray with an irregular pattern of light 
and dark areas.  

Nocturnal: Moths are active at night when they feed on nectar and deposit egg masses.  
 A single female can deposit up to 2000 eggs and there are four to five generations 

per year.  
Environment: The fall armyworm apparently only does not survive north Tx. Winters, but 

survives the winters in south Texas. Populations increase in south Texas in early spring 
and successive generations move northward as the season progresses. 

 Management: Rain creates favorable conditions for eggs and small larvae to survive in large 
numbers. Hay fields with a dense canopy and vigorous plant growth are often more 
susceptible to armyworm infestations than less intensely fertilized and managed fields. 
Irrigated fields are also susceptible to fall armyworm infestations, especially during 



drought conditions. Also monitor volunteer wheat and weedy grasses in ditches and 
around fields which may be a source of armyworms that can move into the adjacent crop.  

If Cool Cloudy Weather- look for fall armyworm larvae feeding in the crop canopy during the 
late evening and early morning and during cool, cloudy weather.  
If Hot Weather: look for armyworms low in the canopy or even on the soil surface where they 
hide under loose soil and fallen leaves. 
 
Useful Products: A sweep net is very effective for sampling hay fields for fall armyworms. 

 When fields are wet with dew, armyworms can stick on rubber boots worn while walking 
through the field. Small larvae chew the green layer from the leaves, creating a “window 
pane” effect and later notch the edges of leaves. The key to managing fall armyworms is 
frequent inspection of fields to detect infestations before they have caused economic 
damage.  

Larvae Appetite: larvae more than ¾ inch long, the foliage consumption increases by 80% in 
  their final 2-3 days of feeding.  
Insecticide Use: depends on the stage of crop growth and value of the crop. Seedling plants 

can tolerate fewer armyworms than established plants. Infestations of more than 2-3 
armyworms (1/2 inch or longer) per square foot may justify an insecticide application.  

Armyworm Pesticide Application: early in the morning or late in the evening when armyworm 
larvae are most active and therefor most likely to contact the insecticide spray. 

 If the field is near harvest, an early harvest, rather than an insecticide treatment, is an 
option.  

 Always read and follow all label instructions on pesticide use and restrictions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Active Ingredient Insecticide Pre-grazing 
interval (days) 

Pre-harvest int 
for hay (days) 

Remarks  

Beta-cyfluthrin Baythroid 0 0 Restricted Use 
Carbaryl Sevin (4F, 80S, 

XLRPlus) 
Carbaryl 4L 

14 14 General Use 

Chlorantraniliprole+ 
Lambda-cyhalothrin 

Besiege 0 7 Restricted Use 

Cyfluthrin Tombstone 0 0 Restricted Use  
Diflubenzuron Deimilin 2L None Listed 1 Restricted use; 

apply at egg hatch, 
and larvae less 
than ½ in. long  

Gamma-cyhalothrin Decalre 0 7 Restricted use 
Lambda-cyhalothrin WarriorII, 

Karate, 
Lambda-cy, 
generics 

0 7 for Hay 
0 for forage 

Restricted Use 

Malathion Malathion 57EC 0 0 General Use 
Methoxyfenozide Intrepid 2F 0 7 General Use. 

Apply at 1st  signs 
of feeding occur 

Spinosad Tracer, 
Blackhawk 

Allow spray to 
dry 

3 Use for small egg/ 
larvae to hatch 

Zeta-cypermethrin Mustang Maxx  Allow spray to 
dry 

0 Restricted Use  

 
Parasitic wasps and flies, ground beetles, and insect viruses help suppress armyworm numbers. 
However, these natural enemies can be overwhelmed when large numbers of migrating moths 
move into an area and weather conditions favor high survival of eggs and larvae. 

 

 

 

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to 
all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or 

gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife. 

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. 



 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brandon S. Gregson 

County Extension Agent, Agriculture 
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