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Weed Alert
There are a number of weeds emerging at this time.  We have a variety of cool season annuals
growing.  Two weeds we need to monitor and control include: Stinging Nettle and Thistles. 
Both of these plants reduce grazing and result in less forage production. There are a variety
of herbicide options to consider.

MCAHC Schooling Shows
The Montgomery County Adult Horse Committee will again offer three schooling shows in
January to give riders the opportunity to get out and ride with a judge there to help you improve
your techniques and abilities.  Classes to be offered each evening of January 10, 17, and 24
include: showmanship at halter, walk-trot, western pleasure, in hand trail,  trail, hunter under
saddle, and horsemanship. Classes will begin at 6:30pm each evening.  The schooling shows
will be held at the Lone Star Expo in Conroe. Class fees are $5.00 per class or $20.00 for the
evening.  Their will be youth and adult classes.  Each evening will feature a different judge to
work with riders and offer suggestions.  Negative coggins is required.

Walker County Annual CEU Recertification Conference 
 The conference will be held Friday, January 13th, 2017 with registration beginning at
(7:00-7:50 AM) and Registration to approx. 3:00 PM. 
The program will be held at the Walker County Storm Shelter (455 SH75 N, Huntsville, TX)
$40.00/participant with lunch, $30.00/participant without lunch RSVP by 01/10/17 to            
(936) 291-1901 ex 3502. A great CEU recertification is coming up on January13! 
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Mosquito Vector Control/Reduction of the Zika Threat
               Dr. Paul Nester, Extension Program Specialist II-IPM
Turfgrass Weed ID, Management & Control Options 

Dr. Casey Reynolds, Assoc. Professor & State Turfgrass Specialist
Forage Weed Management & Control              

Dr. Larry Redmon, Assoc. Department Head & Extension Program Leader
Weed Control: Application, Equipment and  Drift Mgt

Dr. Barron Rector, Associate Professor and Extension Range Specialist 
Pesticide Laws & Regulations Update

Dr. Don Renchie, Extension Program Leader for Agricultural & Environmental Safety

Breeding Soundness Exam for Beef Cattle
The Montgomery County Beef Improvement Association in cooperation with Beard
Navasota Veterinary Hospital will conduct a Bull Breeding Soundness Clinic on Tuesday,
February 7 beginning at 6:00pm.  The live clinic will demonstrate what a complete breeding
soundness exam should include and the information that comes from the exam. The clinic
will be held at the Beard Navasota Clinic located at 8176 Hwy 90 South in Navasota. A
registration fee of $20.00 will cover a light meal and program materials.  Please RSVP by
February 3 so we may better prepare.  RSVP to 936-539-7822 or m-heimer@tamu.edu  

Planning for Success
This program is a day long series of presentations focusing on forage management for all
classes of producers. Whether your goal is hay production, horse pastures, cattle pastures,
or wildlife, this program will provide you with the skills and techniques necessary to achieve
your goals. The program will be held at the Montgomery County Extension Office beginning
at 9:00am (registration begins at 8:00am) on Friday, March 10. Topics will include: Weed
Identification and Control Techniques, Current Insect Pest Management Techniques, Coo
and Warm Season Forage Management, Feral Hog Management Update, and soil fertility
updates. A registration fee of $50.00 will cover program materials, noon meal, and five
hours of CEU credit. Call 936-539-7822 or email m-heimer@tamu.edu to register. Contact
us now to reserve a seat.

Private Pesticide Applicator Training
The training will be held on Tuesday morning, March 14, at the Montgomery County
Extension Office. The training program will begin at 9:00 AM and last about 4 hours.  Study
material must be purchased ahead of time to assist with preparation (included in the
registration fee).  The study guide is actually utilized during the training portion of the
program.  There is $50.00 cost for the training to cover program materials, and related
costs. The registration fee can be paid when reserving your seat. Contact the Montgomery
County Extension Office to reserve a seat at the March 14th  training. Documentation will be
provided at the conclusion of the training to be used in securing a test date.

Marketing Cull Cows
Informed marketing, rather than simply selling, can add to income from cull cow and bull
sales. When factors affecting value are understood, culls can be marketed to take
advantage of seasonal trends and fluctuations in cow condition. Factors affecting value are
sale weight, body condition, ,muscling, quality and blemishes, all of which can be managed
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at the ranch to add value to the culls. Cull cow value is based on percent lean meat yield
and live weight.
Cows are graded into four broad categories, Canner, Cutter, Utility, and Commercial. 
Canners are thin, emaciated cows which have lost muscle mass due to poor nutrition or
health. Cutters are thin to moderate in flesh. Little muscle mass has been lost but no excess
condition is being carried. Cows grading Utility carry higher levels of condition. (It is a fat
cow grade.) Utility is further divided into Boning and Breaking classifications as well. Cow
tenders, strips and top rounds can be, and often are, pulled from cows grading Boning
Utility. 
Breaking Utility cows have sufficient intramuscular fat (marbling) and muscling for the
primals (particularly cuts from the rib and loin) to be used outside the ground meat trade.
This greatly increases the carcass value of these cows. Cows that will grade Breaking Utility
are very difficult, if not impossible, to determine before processing. It is not practical to
manage cows with the goal of producing Breaking Utility grade. 
Carcasses grading Commercial are normally from younger cows that fall into C maturity
(approximately 42 months old or older). Primal cuts are routinely pulled from these cattle
and use in restaurant trade.
Canner cows bring a lower price per pound than Cutter, Utility or Commercial cows. Cutters
normally have a higher price per pound than Canner or Utility. Recently, Utility cows are
selling for more per pound than Cutter cows. Utility cows bring a price per pound that is
usually intermediate to Cutters and Canners, but will often have more total dollar income
due to extra live. Producers should target cows for the high yielding Cutter or Boning Utility
grade.
To maximize value of cull cows, consider some or all of the following changes in
management if they appear to be profitable.
1. Add weight to thin cull cows before selling. This is particularly valuable when cows are
BCS 3 or lower at culling. High quality forage efficiently replenishes muscle mass on cows.
Extremely old cows may not gain as efficient as younger cows. Target a BCS of 5 for light
muscled cows and BCS 5-6 for heavier muscled cows.
2. Cull old cows before they lose their teeth, decline in body condition and fail to breed.
Besides having lower cull weight and value, such cows have also weaned lightercalves than
the younger cows for probably at least two years.
3. Explore selling directly to a packer on a prearranged price. Caution should be exercised! Bids
are more competitive at local auctions. Only a knowledgeable producer should attempt to
market good quality cows directly to a packer.
4. Market crippled cattle directly to a packer, without going through usual marketing channels.
Cows with other blemishes, such as bad eyes, probably should also be sold directly to a
packer.
5. Sell cows before they become fat (BCS 8-9). Fat cows are discounted for low lean yield
regardless of their potential to classify as Breaking Utility.
6. Sell cows outside seasonal marketing trends. Cull cow prices are normally lowest in October
and November. If possible, consider marketing between February and September when
slaughter rates are lower.
7. Consider cull cows as a valuable asset and handle them as such. Bruising is a major
problem with cull cows. Most bruises are caused by rough handling and hauling from the time
they are sorted at the ranch until they are processed at the cow plant.
8. Be cautious and concerned about withdrawal times when marketing cows which have been
treated with animal health products.
Sell early before all that is left is a shell of a cow. Try not to market cows that are too thin or too
fat. Sell before blemishes become problems. Sell crippled cattle and cows with obvious

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age, disability, genetic information, or veteran status.

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commisioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.



NON-PROFIT ORG
POSTAGE & FEES PAID

TAE
NO.288

blemishes directly to the packer. Eliminate small framed cows, which produce less pounds of
saleable product of less value to the ground meat processor, a double loser. Reasonable cow
weights should be 1000-1250 pounds. Moderate framed cows (frame
score 5) with average muscling in a BCS 5 should weight from 1150-1250 pounds at maturity.

BQA  TIP  OF  THE  MONTH –  VACCINE  STORAGE
Temperature control of vaccines prior to and during administration is critical. Vaccines
should be stored between 35 and 45° F. Make sure all vaccines not purchased locally are
shipped overnight and packed in an insulated box with ice packs. If purchasing vaccines
locally, carry ice packs and an ice chest. Allowing vaccines to freeze can be just as
damaging as vaccines getting too warm. Results from research in Arkansas showed that
74% of producers’ refrigerators failed to maintain temperatures between 35 and 45° F. An
inexpensive weather station that logs minimum and maximum temperatures can be used
to monitor your refrigerators.

Sincerely,

Michael E. Heimer,
County Extension Agent, Agriculture

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Montgomery County
9020 Airport Road
Conroe, TX. 77303
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